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The eventual contents of each section may varitla bit from the plan. The purpose,
however, will remain the same- to provide well-do@nted information of an analytical
nature from credible sources.

Delegation members are urged to begin their readaisgsoon as they arrive just so that
they will not find themselves burdened with much &xtensive reading of all materials
towards the end. The readings and materials anairps obviously are weighted in
favour of the Palestinian cause. In that senseies into the slogan for the global
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Alternatives- which is a Goa-India based
Consultancy, seeks to support NGOs and Civil Spgetups that wish to effect

authentic and insightful changes in global sociBgsed on the conviction that alef

and agile NGOs and Civil Society can be the hadying change, Alternatives
seeks to support organizational Transformation &®es which, in turn, enable an
equip the Independent Social Sector Organizatiomsféctively analyze the root
causes of factors that shape our world. These gsesein turn, come up with
genuine alternatives to the dominant patters ofespavhich are negative. For
details contactanjan.solomon@gmail.com
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A brief History of Palestine
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A Synopsis of the Israel/Palestine
Conflict
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At first this immigration created no problems. Ha@g as more and more Zionists
immigrated to Palestine- many with the express washaking over the land for an
exclusively Jewish state - the indigenous poputatiecame increasingly alarmed.
Eventually, there was fighting between the two g@uwith escalating waves of
violence.

UN Partition Plan

Finally, in 1947 the United Nations decided to m&ne. However, rather than adhering
to the democratic principle espoused decades edieWoodrow Wilson of "self-
determination of peoples,” in which the people teelwes create their own state and
system of government, the UN chose to revert torteslieval strategy whereby an
outside power arbitrarily divides up other peoplaisd.

Under considerable pressure from high-placed Araariionists, the UN decided to give
away 55 percent of Palestine to a Jewish statgitéabe fact that this group represented
only about 30 percent of the total population, amthed fewer than 7 percent of the land.

(,3

When the inevitable war broke out the outcome wagenin doubt, according to U.S.
intelligence reports from the time. The Zionist groonsisted of over 90,000 European-
trained soldiers and possessed modern weaponriyding up-to-date fighter and
bomber airplanes. The Arab forces, very much adtworld army, consisted of
approximately 30,000 ill-equipped, poorly trainedenm The U.S. Army, British
intelligence, and the CIA all agreed: it would eaontest.
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By the end of the 1948 war the Jewish state - lgaaow declared itself "Israel” - had
conquered 78 percent of Palestine - far more tlmah proposed even by the very
generous UN patrtition plan. And three-quarters afibion Palestinians had been made
refugees. Over 400 towns and villages had beemoyest, and a new map was being
drawn up, in which every city, river and hillock uld receive a new, Hebrew name. All
vestiges of the Palestinian culture were to beegra®s fact, for many decades Israel- and
the US, following its lead - denied the very existe of this population. Golda Meir once
said, in fact: "There is no such thing as a Palesti"

B

1967 Occupatidﬁu

1967 War

In 1967, Israel conquered still more land. Follogvthe Six Day War, in which Israel
forces launched a highly successful, Pearl Harlxersurprise attack on Egypt, Israel
occupied the additional 22 percent of Palestinetiad eluded it in 1948 - the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip. It also occupied parts of EQypich since were returned) and Syria
(which remain under occupation).

Current Conflict

There are, then, two issues at the very core ofctrginuing conflict and escalating
violence in the Middle East:

First, there is the inevitably destabilizing effentt trying to maintain an ethnically
preferential state, particularly when the exclusbantity is of largely colonial origin. As
we have seen, the original population of what i& erael was 95 percent Muslim and
Christian. And yet, Muslim and Christian refugees ot being allowed to return to their
homes in the current "Jewish state.” Israeli pesagpotiators refuse to even discuss the
possibility of applying this UN guaranteed right.

14



Second, Israel's continued confiscation of Paléstiland in the West Bank and Gaza is
being resisted by the Palestinian inhabitants.sltthese occupied territories that,
according to the Oslo peace accords of 1993, weieygo become a Palestinian state.
However, when Israel continued to take land ineh&®as and to move its citizens onto
it, the Palestinian population rebelled. This upgs called the "Intifada" (Arabic for
"shaking off") began at the end of September 20@Dcntinues to this day.
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A widely circulated article by Ann M. Lesch, engitl "Zionism and its Impact” (undated
article at the Washington Report of Middle Eastait originally at the "Encyclopedia
Of The Palestinians™ charges that the Zionist movement had the aimxpéking the
Arabs of Palestine, and accomplished its aim bgfady thought out policies from the
start of the British
Mandate until the
Israeli  war  of
Independence in
1948. Lesch claims:

@ 2

The implementation of those approaches led todhedtion of independent Israel, at the
cost of dismembering the Palestinian community frstiering long-term hostility with
the Arab world. N ?

2 2 # 2
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The table below shows what was happening until 1931

Zionism and its Impact:
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10. The accusation that the Mufti was a Nazi evefiorie arriving in Germany is well

founded. The coup was put down by decisive Britsftion, but the Mufti had

managed to get the help of the Luftwaffe as welthesItalians. The record of the
Mulfti's involvement with the Axis prior to 1941 ot as clear as we would like it to
be, but it is reasonably well documented. For exam@ount Ciano, the Foreign
Minister of Fascist Italy, claimed in 1940 to haveen funding the Mufti for many
years, and complained that it was to no effectpating to Hirszowicz, Lukasz, The
Third Reich and the Arab East London: Routledge Kedan Paul, 1968, page 86.
Moreover, in a captured OKW (Wehrmacht Central C@and) document, Abwehr
(military intelligence) director Admiral Canarisastd that‘Only through the funds

made available by Germany to the Grand Mufti oudaiem was it possible to carry
out the revolt in Palestine.”

The history of the Mufti is detailed heg@: * AA ’? (>
Some more materials about the Mufti are availalliéne at this source: @
and in French , under the title: 4 V+ 1
B> 3" '>
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Since its creation on May 14, 1948, the Jewishonatif Israel has fought in no less than
four major wars with its Arab neighbors to retais sovereignty. Yet, through a

remarkable turn of events; the collapse of the US®IRmer backer to many Arab

nations), and the Palestinian Liberation Organirési (PLO) support of Saddam
Hussein's invasion of Kuwait leading to a near lpapkstate in 1992, the newly elected
Israeli Prime Minister, Yitzhak Rabin found himskifa position where negotiations with
hated enemies might actually begin to bear somé Besides, Rabin had an election
promise to uphold concerning an agreement withPddestinians.

What conspired from this rather cryptic observatawuld proceed to startle the world.
The Oslo Accords, also known as the DeclaratioRraiciples signed August 20, 1993,
was unknown to the world other than in what bitd pireces the media came across until
publicly presented in Washington DC on September ti8t same year. While
negotiations with Israel between Palestinian, Juedg and Syrian representatives were
being held in Washington, the real ground-breakivayk was occurring through the
grace of Labor Party member Yossi Beilin who opeaeskries of private negotiations
with the PLO in Oslo upon the recommendation oh&in Peres.

Besides the achievement of official Israeli and Ptg@ognition, what will ultimately
allow the Oslo Accords to succeed or fail is thetéidependence" that was created
between Israel and Palestine. "It's genius is ifhahe fails the other fails" as said by
Terje Larsen, the moderator from Norway who over@awnegotiations. This partner-to-
partner "interdependence” is key to implementirgagreements reached in the Accords.
In return for postponing discussion on key Palémtinissues such as Palestinian
sovereignty and the state of Jerusalem (one oPtl&'s major concerns), the agreement
would allow for continuous negotiations to resolhese and other issues within five
years after the Israeli withdrawal from the Gaz#Sind the Jericho area. The idea being
that Palestinians would eventually be allowed gelie over these areas after an
appropriate transition period had passed. This dppity Yasser Arafat, chairman of the
PLO, could not pass up. Eventually further withdaésvas well as Palestinian elections
would occur upon further negotiations covering tileen are where. But, Israel must
always recognize Palestine as a "partner” not aserior" in order for these accords to
succeed. The Oslo Accords require the joint codjmerand participation of both parties
or it will simply cease to exist.

As agreed upon during in the first meeting of tleéedates from Israel and the PLO, a
discussion of history would not prove fruitful inegotiations between sides as the
conflict shared between these peoples goes bdokgdefore such arguments were ever
written down had a written language to do so edistEherefore, the history of the
conflicts has not been discussed in this page as d@ut of context for discussions
concerning the Declaration of Principles.
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More of the Politics Surrounding the Oslo Accords

On August 30, 1993, it was reported by the New Yonkes that American influence
played an important role. According to the articlBecretary of State Warren
Christopher's visit to the Middle East allowed thtés to "gain momentum." Said one
soon-to-be-embarrassed American official: They edethe United States to stimulate
things. They have all needed an awful lot of assteaand hand-holding from the United
States.

Two days later, the world learned of the full scagbe¢he negotiations, and that they had
been initiated and carried out without the asseanf the world's most popular peace-
brokers, the Americans. The New York Times rantsriront page that Foreign Minister

Johan Jorgen of Norway said on Monday that sesi@eli and P.L.O. officials held 14

secret meetings in Norway and 3 in another couihis/ year before they initialed their

secret blueprint on August 30.

Americans were surprised, along with the rest efutlorld, that the PLO and the standing
Israeli government had completed negotiations drstaumtive matters. Shimon Peres
later addressed the original lack of American iefice in his book The New Middle East
(Henry Holt Publishing, 1993). To everyone's amazetiand even though the
Americans weren't involved-the multilateral negitias began as scheduled. Here at last
we had a venue far from the microphones and camefa®/ashington, D.C.- a
communications channel that would enable negonhatito take place discreetly and
allow us, finally, to get down to details.

According the Peres, the decision to locate thkstah Norway was by no means
unintentional. The setting was ideal. In Norway,am@ was looking for scoops. Even on
my last trip to Oslo, not one newspaper reportquested to accompany me. Yet because
the Oslo negotiations, unlike those in Washingteere far from the eyes and ears of the
media, we were able to keep the talks going for tisanNorway is a magnificent
country--beautiful scenery, extraordinary peopleclése-knit group of top government
people made itself available for passing messagaseen ourselves and the PLO. The
group included Foreign Minister Johann Jurgen Haled his wife, Marianne, and the
head of the Political Research Institute, Terryskear, and his wife, Mona. The acted with
absolute discretion. When discussions began tmsifie they spared no logistical or
other effort to keep the momentum going and tolghis from the curious.

So, the negotiations began far away from the flalsbameras and the shouts of
reporters.

Of course, the dialogue began slowly, step-by-stegeemed strange at first, almost
impossible to achieve our goals, but as time passedould discern for the first time
some small signs of flexibility among the Palestnd. Substantively, the PLO and Israeli
teams had much to talk about. Israel's short higtad produced little goodwill on which
to base a lasting agreement with the Palestinidaees summed up the primary topics
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discussed at Oslo. The bilateral negotiations fedus reconciliation of past differences-
-borders, territories, water and land rights, sigumeasures--and on a five year interim
government. The delegates agreed to postpone disousf a permanent peace until the
third year of autonomy with talks that would cordduby the end of the fifth year of
autonomy.

Background

From the Rhodes conference in 19490 the Madrid Conference of 1981there were
many failed attempts for a settlement to bring al@olasting peace. However, what made
the Oslo’s negotiations different was the decisionhold direct, face to face talks,
between Israel and the PLO.

A renewal for the Israeli-Palestinian quest forqeeaegan at the end of the Cold War,
and it was no coincidence; as the United Statesldvaow try to take the lead in
international affairs and marshal the strengthhef international community behind its
renewed diplomacy.

Also, following the collapse of the Soviet Unionptionism was high, as Francis
Fukuyama wrote in an article, titled "the end doftbry". Hope was that the end of the
Cold war had heralded the beginning of a new iatiéonal order. President George H.
W. Bush in a speech on 11 September 1990 spokérafeaopportunity” to move toward
a "New world order" in which "the nations of the neh east and west, north and south,
can pr[g)]s[h)]er and live in harmony," adding that "yottee new world is struggling to be
born."

Despite that the hope of a New World Order wastsihard; for Israelis the optimism of
the moment appealed to them, as some had becadeofithe constant violence of the
Intifada (1987), and started to look at realizihg economic benefits in the new global
economy and many were willing to take risks forqedd

Furthermore, the Gulf War (1990-1991) did much ¢ospade Israelis that the defensive
value of territory had been overstated, and thdeaa the Iraq Invasion of Kuwait,
psychologically, reduced the sense of securityotii bsraelis and PalestinialisAlso the
Gulf War had shown that a supreme air force andesoip technology was more
important than territory in winning a war.

As a result of these and other factors, as muctixdyg percent of Israelis supported the
Oslo accords when it was first presentéd.

For the Palestine Liberation Organization, the kirepup of the Soviet Union in 1989
presented them with the loss of their most impar@iplomatic patron along with a
failing relationship between Moscow and Arafat.

Another event which pushed the PLO to the accoras tve fall out from the Gulf War,
which was the cutting off of financial assistanoeni the Arab Gulf states as a result of
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Arafat taking a pro-lraqgi stand. This culminatedhmMhe PLO not being invited to the
Madrid Conference of October 1991 at which Israstussed peace with Syria, Lebanon,
Jordan and the Palestinian Arabs who were not egedcwith the PLO. The talks
leading to the agreement were initially held in don, and was originally planned to be
held in Zagreb, but then later moved to Oslo. Maichitects behind the plan were Johan
Jargen Holst (the Norwegian Minister of Foreign akf§), Terje Rgd-Larsen and Mona
Juul. The negotiations were reportedly conductedtal secrecy.

Principles of the Accords

In essence, the accords called for the withdraw#draeli forces from parts of the Gaza
Strip and West Bank and affirmed a Palestiniantrgfself-government within those
areas through the creation of a Palestinian Autyhdfalestinian rule would last for a five
year interim period during which a permanent agesgmwould be negotiated (beginning
no later than May 1996). Permanent issues such eassalem, refugees, Israeli
settlements in the area, security and borders deieerately excluded from the Accords
and left to be decided. The interim self-governmeas to be granted in phases. Until a
final status accord was established, West Bank Gazkh would be divided into three
zones:

Area A - full control of the Palestinian Authority

Area B - Palestinian civil control and Israeli segucontrol.

Area C - full Israeli control, except over Palegtm civilians. These areas were lIsraeli
settlementsand security zones without a
significant Palestinian population.

Together with the principles the two
groups signed Letters of Mutual
Recognition - The Israeli government
recognized the PLO as the legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people
while the PLO recognized the right of the
state of Israel to exist and renounced
terrorism, violence and its desire for the
destruction of Israel.

The aim of Israeli-Palestinian negotiations wasestablish a Palestinian Interim Self-
Government Authority, an elected Council, for theeRtinian people in the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip, for a transitional period neteeding five years, leading to a
permanent settlement based on Resolution 242 asoliRie®n 338, an integral part of the
whole peace process.

In order that the Palestinians should govern thémseaccording to democratic
principles, free and general political electionandobe held for the Council.
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Jurisdiction of the Palestinian Council would cotlex West Bank and Gaza Strip, except
for issues that would be negotiated in the permasetus negotiations. The two sides
viewed the West Bank and the Gaza Strip as a stagiéorial unit.

The five-year transitional period would commenceéhwhe withdrawal from the Gaza
Strip and Jericho area. Permanent status negaoisatimuld begin as soon as possible
between Israel and the Palestinians. The negatmtiwould cover remaining issues,
including: Jerusalem, refugees, settlements, dgcamiangements, borders, relations and
cooperation with other neighbors, and other isei€e®@mmon interest.

There would be a transfer of authority from the IRdF-the authorized Palestinians,
concerning education and culture, health, soci#fiangs direct taxation, and tourism.

The Council would establish a strong police foregjle Israel would continue to carry
the responsibility for defending against exterhaats.

An Israeli-Palestinian Economic Cooperation Comeaitivould be established in order to
develop and implement in a cooperative manner tbgrams identified in the protocols.

A redeployment of Israeli military forces in the ¥¢@ank and the Gaza Strip would take
place.

The Declaration of Principles would enter into forane month after its signing. All
protocols annexed to the Declaration of Princigled the Agreed Minutes pertaining to
it, should be regarded as part of it.

Annexes of the accords
Annex 1: Conditions of Elections

Election agreements, system of elections, rulesagalations regarding election
campaign, including agreed arrangements for tharozgng of mass media, and the
possibility of licensing a broadcasting and TV istat

Annex 2: Withdrawal of Israeli forces

An agreement on the withdrawal of Israeli militéoyces from the Gaza Strip and
Jericho area. This agreement will include comprsivenarrangements to apply in the
Gaza Strip and the Jericho area subsequent tgreilwithdrawal. Internal security and
public order by the Palestinian police force camsgsof police officers recruited locally
and from abroad holding Jordanian passports aresft@hn documents issued by
Egypt). Those who will participate in the Palestmpolice force coming from abroad
should be trained as police and police officers.

A temporary international or foreign presence,@eed upon.
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Establishment of a joint Palestinian-Israeli Cooadion and Cooperation
Committee for mutual security purposes.

Arrangements for a safe passage for persons ameptvetation between the Gaza
Strip and Jericho area.

Arrangements for coordination between both paregsrding passages: Gaza -
Egypt; and Jericho - Jordan.

Annex 3: Economic cooperation

The two sides agree to establish an Israeli-Palasticontinuing Committee for
economic cooperation, focusing, among other thingghe following:

Cooperation in the field of water.

Cooperation in the field of electricity.

Cooperation in the field of energy.

Cooperation in the field of finance.

Cooperation in the field of transport and commutiices.
Cooperation in the field of trade and commerce.
Cooperation in the field of industry.

Cooperation in, and regulation of, labor relatiansl
Cooperation in social welfare issues.

An environmental protection plan.

Cooperation in the field of communication and media

Annex 4: Regional development

The two sides will cooperate in the context of tindtilateral peace efforts in promoting
a Development Program for the region, including\West Bank and the Gaza Strip, to
be initiated by the G-7.

Agreed minutes of the accords

Minute A: General understandings

Any powers and responsibilities transferred toRlaéestinians through the Declaration of

Principles prior to the inauguration of the Coungil be subject to the same principles
pertaining to Article 1V, as set out in the agresithutes below.

Minute B: Specific understandings
Article 1V: Council's jurisdiction
It was to be understood that: Jurisdiction of theuil would cover West Bank and

Gaza Strip territory, except for issues that wobddnegotiated in the permanent status
negotiations.
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Article VI (2): Transferring authority

It was agreed that the transfer of authority wdntdas follows: The Palestinians would
inform the Israelis of the names of the authoriBadestinians who would assume the
powers, authorities and responsibilities that wobkl transferred to the Palestinians

according to the Declaration of Principles in tb#dwing fields: education and culture,
health, social welfare, direct taxation, tourismg @ny other authorities agreed upon.

Article VII (2): Cooperation

The Interim Agreement would also include arrangemshefor coordination and
cooperation.

Article VII (5): Israel's powers

The withdrawal of the military government would rpyevent Israel from exercising the
powers and responsibilities not transferred toGbancil.

Article VIII: Police

It was understood that the Interim Agreement wouhdlude arrangements for
cooperation and coordination. It was also agreeat the transfer of powers and
responsibilities to the Palestinian police wouldaseomplished in a phased manner.
Article X: Designating officials

It was agreed that the Israeli and Palestiniangadgiens would exchange the names of

the individuals designated by them as members efltint Israeli-Palestinian Liaison
Committee which would reach decisions by agreement.

Annex II: Israel's continuing responsibilities
It was understood that, subsequent to the Isradtdwawal, Israel would continue to be
responsible for external security, and for intersedurity and public order of settlements

and Israelis. Israeli military forces and civiliamsuld be allowed to continue using roads
freely within the Gaza Strip and the Jericho area.

The acceptance of the accords by both parties

The accords aroused in both parties, the Isradlila@ Palestinian, a wave of hope for an
end to the conflict, but skeptics abounded everyahe
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In Israel, a strong debate over the accords toakeplthe left wing supported them, while
the right wing opposed them. After a two day distus in the Knesset on the

government proclamation in the issue of the aceord the exchange of the letters, on
September 23, 1993 a vote of confidence was heldhioch 61 Knesset members voted
for the decision, 50 voted against and 8 abstained.

The Palestinian reactions to the accords were wohogeneous, either. The Fatah
accepted the accords, but the Hamas, the Palestsi@anic Jihad and the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine, which were knovertlae "refusal organizations"”, objected
to the accords since those groups completely daxeolsnael's right to exist as a Jewish
state.

On both sides there were fears of the other sid&stions. Israelis suspected that the
Palestinians were entering into a tactical peaceesmgent, and that they were not sincere
at all to reach peace and coexistence with Isiagl, see it as part of the Ten Point
Program (which is called in Israélokhnit HaSHIlavimor Torat HaSHlavim. For
evidence they brought statements of Arafat's ir®alian forums in which he compared
the accord to the Hudaibiya agreement that Muhamsigaeed with the sons of the tribe
of Quraish. Those statements would then be undefsés an attempt to justify the
signing of the accords in accordance with histdiebgious precedent, with no intention
of honoring it. Some claim Arafat had ulterior nvets when he signed the agreement —
that they would lead to thousands of Jews fleesngell®!

After the signing of the agreements Israeli setletrexpansion accelerated to five times
its original rate' , leading to frustration amongst many Palestiniand a general
distrust of the accords and of Israeli intentiohBe Israeli's trust in the accords was
undermined by the fact that after the signing @ #tcords the terrorist attacks against
Israel did not cease and even intensiff@ which some explained as an attempt by the
terror organizations to thwart the peace procesber® believed that the Palestinian
Authority had no interest in ceasing these attankd was instead endorsing them. As
evidence they showed that when violence flarechupeptember 1996, Palestinian police
turned their guns on the Israelis in clashes wheth61 Arabs and 15 Israeli soldiers
dead™ Important sections of the Israeli public oppodesl process; notably, the Jewish
settlers feared that it would lead to them losimgjrthomes.

Criticisms of the Oslo Accords

The Oslo Accords may appear not to have considadrs that would have externally

influenced its interpretations. For example, thee€Caf the Patriarchs massacre is often
blamed for destabilizing the Palestinians' trusthi& process. Also, the expansion of the
settlements and blockades which caused the detgaorof economic conditions caused
frustration and a corresponding drop in support the accord and those who stood
behind its ratification.

Some academics have argued that the principleeeofOislo Accord simply cannot be
accepted by both parties as it could serve onlgejparate further still the Israelis and
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Palestinians: both of whom believe they have advakim to the land they are fighting
over, by creating a superior one over an infertben

There have been suggested alternatives to bounskttyng and
creating principles that divide the Israeli and &3ahians. One
alternative that has the potential to be acceptetddih parties is to
rethink the principles of the Oslo Accord and m@a@eace process
towards the creation of a bi-national state thaimmtes co-existence
rather than to continuing to divide. An argumenttfus as a possible
way of reconciliation is that neither side can W qlstify a claim for
homogeneity: Palestine has a varied history of paoay, such as the
Canaanites, Hittites and Ammonites in ancient tirffésand also that
previously some Israeli and Palestinian thinkengehargued for a bi-national state as a
more attractive alternative to separatisii.

Subsequent negotiations

In addition to the first accord, namely tibeclaration of Principles on Interim Self-
Governmentother more specific accords are often informalgo known as "Oslo™:

Loss of credibility

Since the start of the al-Agsa Intifada, the Oskcdxds are viewed with increasing
disfavor by both the Palestinian and Israeli pubicMay 2000, seven years after the
Oslo Accords and five months before the start ef dhAgsa Intifada, a survey by the
Tami Steinmetz Center for Peace Research at theelsity of Tel Aviv found that: 39%
of all Israelis supported the Accords and that 3#¥#eved that the Accords would result
in peace in the next few yeaf¥!. By contrast, the May 2004 survey found that 26% o
all Israelis supported the Accords and 18% belietred the Accords would result in
peace in the next few years. Many Palestiniangbedi that the Oslo Accords had turned
the PLO leadership into a tool of the Israeli siatsuppressing their own people. While
benefiting a small elite, the conditions of mosteBanians worsened. This was seen as
one of the causes for the al-Agsa Intifada.
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The following is a compiled chronology of Palestimihistory from early stages till the
beginning of the current occupation. This chrongldgp to 1949) is summarized from
the well-known referencéll That Remains (ed. Walid Khalidi). The historical events
beyond 1949 are taken from the PASSIA diary (yeaf002 issue).
The original copy of this page stopped at 1914 tld/@/ar |.
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